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Facebook:  Northwest Ninety-nines 
 

Chairman’s message:   

As we approach the holiday season, I’m thankful for the wonderful world of aviation and 
my privilege to participate! And for all of our sisters in The Ninety-Nines. Thanks! 

Our website is now up and running, although still under construction, thanks to the hard 
work of Susan Ford. If you have suggestions for content, email Susan at smini1@icloud.com. 
We would like to add a page of resources for student and new pilots, so if you have some 
favorites, let her know. 

It seems like a long ways out, but we are already planning a couple of events in February 
and March. The NW Aviation Conference and Trade Show will be February 24-25. We are 
planning to have a booth and conduct a Flying Companion Seminar. Also, we’ve been asked to 
have a booth and/or conduct a workshop for the annual Women Fly! event at the Museum of 
Flight. We will need plenty of help (some have already volunteered), so please mark your 
calendars and consider contributing your talents.  

mailto:Emery98166@aol.com
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I hope you take time to read the Straight and Level, the international 99s newsletter 
that is emailed to members and is also on the international website. The most recent one was 
full of info. A couple of items are worth repeating: you can now order personalized 99s business 
cards (it’s easy and inexpensive); and online voting is now available, but you have to set your 
preference on the international website (also quick and easy). If you haven’t been to the 
international website lately, check it out too! 

Hope you have a great Thanksgiving, and I hope to see many of you at the Christmas 
party December 3rd.  

Theresa 

                                                  
Greater Seattle Ninety-Nines 

Chapter Meeting Minutes 
October 18, 2017 

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Renton, WA 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:35 pm. 
 
Attendance: Andrea Chay, Gin Hildebrandt, Julie Baker, Eva Parks, Marian Hartley, Theresa White, 
Marian Jensen, Elise Hoit, Marilyn Emery. 
 
Chairman Report: Discussion was held regarding Norah O’Neill’s Celebration of Life on Sunday Nov 12 at 
the MOF. Norah was a pilot for Flying Tigers, a member of GS Chapter 99s, and autobiographer of Flying 
Tigress.  Norah spoke at 99 conferences in Spokane and Ashland. Rebecca Burghy, Intermountain 
Chapter and President of the Women in Aviation (WAI) Seattle Chapter, suggested the 99s and WAI do 
something together at that event.  
 
Susan Ford had a major computer problem while working on the website which has caused delays but 
she will continue working on it soon. Delores Matthews, a California 99s Chapter member who recently 
moved here, has volunteered to help with the website. 
 
The Raisbeck Aviation High School auction is in November. Our chapter will not host a table this year. 
Our chapter involvement began years ago when Marian Hartley was approached by Rita Creighton and 
Reba Gilman to promote the new school. Dan Hartley became involved and there is a scholarship in his 
name. We are encouraged to donate items to this auction, although it is too late for this year. Marty has 
made some donations. 99s can get involved with RAHS through the mentor program or Advisory Board. 
The RAHS prefers active professionals for mentors. Eva P. and Marilyn Emery have reviewed students’ 
essays in the past and Dennis P. helps with library research.  
 
Suggestions for other types of community involvement were working with Girl Scouts or Big World 
flight. We need to get involved some way. 
 
We will have a booth at the Aviation Trade Show this year in Feb. 
 



Marian J. suggested bringing Big World Flight to western WA. BWF wants trained presenters. 
 
Theresa suggested doing things with Women in Aviation with possibly a joint meeting with a speaker on 
a subject like mountain flying. WAI will have a Pampered Chef party at 11 am on Nov 18 in Issaquah. 
They will have a Leadership Seminar at that party. They will have a meeting in January to plan their 
calendar for the year. Andrea and Theresa are members and plan to attend their planning meeting.  
 
For section Aviation and Space Education points we need to identify ourselves as 99s when we 
participate in any of the above activities. 
 
We need a room for our FCS in Feb. Andrea will do registration and Gin will teach a section. We should 
send info to flight schools to increase low attendance.  An article in the WPA newspaper by Marian J., 
editor, was suggested. 
 
Vice Chairman Report: Our Christmas party is at the Wall’s on Dec 3 from 3-6 pm. 
 
Secretary Report: Motion to accept the minutes of Sept 20, 2017 made by Eva, seconded by Andrea and 
passed. 
 
Treasurer Report: No change. Section account closed with a 0 balance. Statements are electronic. 
 
Committee reports:  
• Membership: current 72.  Catriona (Cat) Adam joined. Student pilot membership $30 a year. 
• Aviation and space Education: Nothing new. 
• Flying Companion Seminar: (Discussed above) 
• Scholarship: Julie B. started Instrument training. She will apply for the AE Academic Scholarship, 
which can be up to $10,000. Fly Now Scholarship increased to $6000. Our chapter Scholarship Fund now 
has $1100 and needs $2000 to $3000.  Some of our chapter past scholarship recipients were never 
heard from again after the award. We appreciate that Julie is staying involved. 
• Website: Not decided. Susan F. working on it. It is completely off-line now. Payment and 
changing treasurers have been issues. A friend of Eva’s, Gail Johnson, does websites and offered to help. 
Also Cortni offered to help. Our chapter logo should go on the webpage and Andrea may have it. It was 
on our T shirts so Granny’s Closet may still have it. 
• Newsletter: Everyone received it. 
 
New Business: There will be a Women Fly event with 3-hour workshops and booths at the Museum of 
Flight two days on March 22 and 23. They have asked for our participation. Theresa will forward the 
request to the membership.  
 
Announcements: Crest Airpark now named Norman Greer Field.  We need to share ADS-B info for 2020 
and keep up with tech changes. Privatization of ATC is something Helen Wall could comment on. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 
 
Submitted by Elise Hoit 
 
 

 



Calendar 
 
November 
15 6:30 Greater Seattle 99s business meeting, Embry-Riddle, Renton  
 
December 
1 AEMSF scholarship applications due to Chapter 
1 Deadline for submissions to the 99 News for the January/February issue 
3 3:00 pm Greater Seattle 99s Annual Christmas Party, Helen Parke’s Crest Airpark home 
20 NO CHAPTER MEETING 
 
January 
15 International Award Nominations due 
 
February 
1 Deadline for submissions to the 99 News for the March/April issue 
24-25 NW Aviation Conference and Trade Show 
24 Flying Companion Seminar in conjunction with the Trade Show 
 
March 
22-23   Women Fly! Museum of Flight 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Christmas Party:  
December 3, 2017, 3 pm 
Helen (Parke) and Roger Wall’s home at Crest Airpark 
29500 179th Pl. SE 
Kent, WA 98042 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Hangar Talk 
 
International Airline Pilot, Karlene Petitt, is earning her Ph.D. at ERAU in aviation with a focus 
on safety and needs 1600 commercial pilots (airline, corporate or charter) to take a survey. It’s 
completely anonymous and should only take 10-15 minutes. The purpose of this research is to 
examine the relationships among training methodologies, pilots’ aircraft understanding, safety 
culture, aviation passion, and manual flight, in order to address industry concerns of 
automation dependence, confusion, lack of mode awareness, and flight skill loss. 

If the industry continues to blame the pilot for errors and mishaps, then nothing will ever be 
fixed. This research will gather the data to show what factors are impacting performance and 
could be utilized to improve training and safety culture, enabling pilots to achieve their highest 
performance. 

She has created one-page website with the survey link on the bottom of the page: 
http://petittaviationresearch.com  

Will each of you share this website with all the qualified pilot applicants you can think of? If you 
qualify will you take it? This is a worldwide study to include corporate, charter and airlines, with 

http://petittaviationresearch.com/


a minimum of a two-person crew. The pilot can also be retired and between jobs if less than a 
year. Thank you! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

In October, I went to Fryeburg, Maine, for our annual Air Race Classic Board meeting. Mike 
joined me for a few days to travel around Maine, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts where 
we became official “leaf peepers,” ate lobster, and visited some iconic places. One highlight was 
a trip to the top of Mt. Washington and a tour of the Weather Observatory there. Known as 
having the “world’s worst weather,” the winter conditions rival those at Mt. Everest and the 
Polar Regions. And the elevation is only 6,288 feet! Their extreme weather is mostly due to the 
way the topography funnels the weather systems from the predominant northwest flow right 
to the mountain. Weather observers, students, and support staff live there for months at a 
time. They do weather research, reporting, and product testing.  Theresa White 

      
Mt. Washington Weather Observatory, and me on top of the world. Notice the pitot tube on 
the right. They have to go up there and break off ice in the sub-zero temps and 100-200 mph 
winds in the winter! 

   
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 



The items below were inadvertently left out of the October newsletter: 
 
Nikki Nicholson:  I was able to sneak out to the WAAAM museum in Hood River, Oregon, the 
week before the Section meeting and ran into these lovely gals! Boy I wish I lived closer to the 
museum so I could help them fly all those antique airplanes! 
 

 
Barbara Anderson, Nikki, Bev Clark, and Marilyn Husser in front of the quilt that was raffled 
at the NW Section meeting. 
 

   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Karlene Petitt: Each year pilots come together to share the gift of aviation by giving young girls 
a free first flight. This year's event was October 23-24, at Girls in Aviation Day at the Museum of 
Flight. The only reason I am a pilot today is because I experienced that awe-inspiring first flight 
that capture my heart and made me believe that anything is possible. For the previous 15 years 
we have been opening the doors for young ladies to receive that magical gift. The volunteer 
pilots, planes, and ground crew were able to give approximately 220 girls their first experience 
of flight. Visit my blog to see more pictures: http://karlenepetitt.blogspot.com/2017/09/two-
cases-of-female-pilots.html   If you would like to fly next year’s event please email me 
at Karlene.Petitt@gmail.com 

http://karlenepetitt.blogspot.com/2017/09/two-cases-of-female-pilots.html
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Enjoy the Journey! Karlene  

 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Theresa White: We’ve only flown around the Kent valley lately in both the biplane and the 
C172. It’s just such a beautiful place to fly, although it’s getting a bit chilly in the open cockpit 
biplane! We flew to Friday Harbor once for lunch, and then over to Concrete to visit friends. 
We’ve had some great flying weather for fall, and we’re starting to see some fall colors. We 
drove (needed the truck) to Prosser one weekend to crew for McKenna at the hot air balloon 
festival. She’s at the Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta this week. I’ve enjoyed learning a bit about 
ballooning. 

On another note, I ordered a “Chicks Fly” t-shirt to give to Julie Baker as a gift for 
passing her first check ride, but the Dare to Fly Fashions folks sent one free. They will use a pic 
of her to promote The 99s, aviation, and their fashions. Check out their website: 
https://daretoflyfashion.com/ 

 

     
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Delores (Dee) Mathews: (Dee is a 90+ year young California 99 who recently moved to the 
Arlington area to live with her daughter. She sent this info to introduce herself. Welcome, Dee!) 

I believe the year I became a 99 was 1972 (which is the year I got my pilot’s certificate, 
flying out of Van Nuys Airport), and I immediately joined the 99s chapter in San 
Fernando Valley area of Los Angeles where we lived at the time.  I have enjoyed 
participating ever since. The last 20 years have been a slice of heaven for flying, since 
after the Northridge Earthquake which made our house unlivable, we moved to a 
beautiful home with its own 5500 sq. ft. hangar right on the Rosamond CA private 
airport.  I sold that wonderful home a couple of months ago, to a couple who are both 
pilots and thrilled. 
   Dolores (Dee) 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~      

Bev Fogle received this very nice note from Carol Cansdale of Eden Prairie, Minnesota: 

I'm one of the "mystery" members in Greater Seattle 99s.  Enclosed are my member 
dues plus a little donation for the new website.  I always enjoy reading the Chapter 
news so please keep me on your list!  I doubt I will be present at a future chapter 
meeting but you never know.  I live in MN and spend some winter time in Texas but 
my heart still lives in Washington!  Please tell the Chapter 'hi' from me.  I still fly 
my Cub at least weekly in the summer months and am enjoying retirement from 
my airline job.  Five years so far --- 

Sincerely, 
Carol Cansdale 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman  Theresa White  magicmom444@hotmail.com 405 414-7498 
Vice Chairman  Andrea Chay  andrea40@juno.com  253 638-1679 
Secretary  Elise Hoit  ehoit@aol.com    253-750-0990 
Treasurer  Marilyn Emery  emery98166@aol.com  206 246-9628 
Website  Susan Ford  smini1@icloud.com  707 287-5749 

 

mailto:magicmom444@hotmail.com
mailto:andrea40@juno.com
mailto:ehoit@aol.com
mailto:emery98166@aol.com
mailto:smini1@icloud.com


 


