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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 

Hi, All! The smoke has cleared, and suddenly fall is in the air--it feels like summer is slipping 
away. Great flying weather though. Hope it holds for the eclipse!  

It’s been a busy aviation summer. Since the last newsletter we've had the Concrete Fly-In, 
Oshkosh, the Orcas Fly-In, Seafair (with the 99s booth), and more. Coming up (see the calendar) are the 
Friday Harbor Fly-In, Vintage Aircraft Weekend, Hood River, and then the NW Section Meeting--all great 
opportunities to meet up with other 99s, share experiences, and support one another.  

Speaking of support, Fly Now Scholarship applications are due by September 15--see the 
International 99s website for details. Our Chapter scholarship winner, Julie Baker, is on the verge of 
getting her license--the smoke delayed her checkride (and everyone else's), but it should happen 
soon. Ashley Messmer is getting back into flying and looking for 99s to fly with, and she just had an 
exciting flying experience in the PBY Catalina, as did Shabazz Abdulkadir, at Boeing Field during Seafair. 
After attending Oshkosh, Rashell Rosenkranz and daughter Della, with help from energetic Nikki 
Nicholson, Shabazz, and myself, "wo-manned" a 99s booth at the Seafair JetBlast celebration at the 
Museum of Flight. It was a great outreach venue. McKenna Secrist has been perfecting her balloon 
flying skills all summer--see below for more info about this extraordinary new member. Those are just a 
few activities I am aware of. Thanks to all who shared your experiences in this newsletter. 

Here are some Chapter updates and news: 
 
Website: Construction of the new website is about to begin. There’s been a delay as we transition from 
one treasurer to the other, which has involved an informal audit, changes in bank branches and signers 
on accounts, and establishing a method of payment for the new website host. It’s been a bit of a 
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process, across great distances, and working around summer activities, but it is almost complete. Thanks 
for your patience! Susan Ford will begin working on it as soon as we get the payment method 
established for the new website host, which should be in the next few days. 
 
Chapter Dues: We have discussed in the last year, and again at an informal meeting in July, having 
Chapter dues to help pay for the website. Everyone agrees that the website is a necessary tool for 
sharing information about our Scholarship and for promoting and managing our Flying Companion 
Seminars, which help to fund the scholarship. It’s also useful for sharing information with members and 
recruiting new members. However, it’s not free, and we currently don’t have any revenue sources to 
fund it.  

In the past, our Chapter had annual dues to help pay postage for mailing newsletters and 
conducting other Chapter business, but since email alleviated much of that need, the dues were 
dropped (there’s probably more to the story, but memories of details from long-time members have 
faded, and it was before my time). We also used to sell items at our booths, and we may have had other 
ways of raising money, but times have changed, and we no longer have any fundraising activities.  

So those of us who attend regular business meetings have agreed to reinstitute Annual Chapter 
Dues of $10 to support the website and possibly other Chapter activities. These dues are voluntary and 
are not required for membership and are not tied to receiving newsletters or anything else from the 
Chapter. We hope as many members as possible will agree to participate. 

We would like to begin this immediately so it will coincide with the annual payment of the 
website. We’ve set a due date of September 1. Please mail a check for $10, made out to Greater Seattle 
99s, to our new Treasurer at: 

Beverly Fogle 
6533 Seaview Ave. NW, Apt. 403A 
Seattle, WA 98117-6049 

 We may be able to accept payment through PayPal, but they charge a fee, so checks are the 
preferred method. Thanks to everyone for your support‼ 

Theresa White 
 

CALENDAR 
 
August 
21  Solar Eclipse 
26  Friday Harbor Fly-In: http://www.portfridayharbor.org/2017-friday-harbor-fly-in/ 
 
September 
1-3  Vintage Aircraft Weekend, Historic Flight at Paine Field:  http://vintageaircraftweekend.org/  
8-10 Hood River Fly-In: http://www.waaamuseum.org/events-classes/fly-in  
13-17 Reno Air Races: http://airrace.org/  
14-17 NW Section 99s Fall Meeting, “Converge the Gorge,” Troutdale, OR 
 http://nw99s.org/meetings.php  
15 Fly Now Scholarship applications due to Chapter Scholarship Chairs 
20 6:30 Greater Seattle 99s business meeting, Embry-Riddle, Renton  
 
October 
7-15 Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta: http://www.balloonfiesta.com/ 
18 6:30 Greater Seattle 99s business meeting, Embry-Riddle, Renton  
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November 
TBD Raisbeck Aviation High School PTSA Dinner & Auction, Museum of Flight 
15 6:30 Greater Seattle 99s business meeting, Embry-Riddle, Renton  
 
December 
TBD Greater Seattle 99s Annual Christmas Party 
 
Greater Seattle 99s Chapter business meetings are held the third Wednesday of each month (except 
July and August) at 6:30 pm at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, 1000 Oakesdale Ave., Renton, WA 
98057. Come early and share a potluck dinner—bring food to share, but come even if you can’t. 
 

MINUTES 
Greater Seattle Ninety-Nines Chapter Meeting 

Home of Ed and Elise Hoit 

Date: July 29, 2017 

An informal business meeting was held at a luncheon hosted by Ed and Elise Hoit at their home on July 
29, 2017. 
 
Attendance: Helen Wall, Elise Hoit, Eva Parks, Marian Hartley, Marian Jensen, Gin Hildebrant, Marilyn 
Emery, Theresa White, and Andrea Chay via phone. 49 1/2s Roger Wall, Ed Hoit, Dennis Parks, Tom 
Jensen, Rick Hildebrant, Mike Werner and guest former Reno Chapter 99 Phyllis Ross. 
 
Chairman Report: A brief meeting was called by Chairman Theresa White to discuss one item. The yearly 
cost of the new website could be about $200. We currently have enough money in our operations 
account to pay for the first year, but we don’t have any revenue sources to continue paying for it after 
that. Suggestions for raising the funds to pay the yearly costs were annual chapter dues of $10, raffle for 
the ops fund at the Puyallup trade show booth, or donations. Everyone was willing to pay annual 
chapter dues and thought that was a good idea because we used to have them to pay for postage costs 
to mail newsletters. Theresa will check to make sure we are authorized to collect them per the 
International bylaws. 
 
A motion was made by Andrea Chay and seconded by Gin Hildebrant that we spend the money we now 
have in the ops fund to pay for the website for one year. All agreed, and it was approved.  We will have 
further discussions about how to raise the money for future years. 
 
No committee reports. 
No new business. 
No announcements. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:30. 

 
Submitted by Elise Hoit 

 



Hangar Talk~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Well, the smoke and haze are not nice. We did well at the Orcas Fly-In, none the less. It wasn't too bad 
yet.  
A few days ago, I cancelled a flight to BLI after arriving there and being unable to see the rwy. I had an 
interesting exchange with the tower. He said "let me know when you get there (to Orcas) safely", which 
I thought was very nice. I did let him know. 
I flew a Camp Orkila staff person today, and will fly tomorrow, so I am saying a little prayer tonight. 
I will be SO glad when the smoke is gone! People at the Fly-In said that it wasn't as bad down south, 
which makes sense, since it is coming from BC, and we are a mile from the Canadian border across the 
water. 
Happy summer. Fly Safe! 
Beverly Franklet 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
I've been a member of the 99's since college, but haven't been able to participate in the local chapter 
due to well, life. 
I will share that we have a family blog and I try to document all of our adventures in our bonanza. The 
big one was a 7 leg trip in 4 days with our 4 year old at 36 weeks pregnant. 

www.aplanefamily.com 

Lots of adventures and photos there :)  Blue skies! 
Theresa Parker 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
I go back to the doc for X-rays on Aug 15th. We will see what the next thing is in my travails of the foot 
and shoulder! My main regret is not being able to take advantage of this summer. We are planning to 
watch the eclipse from our patio. 93% should still be pretty amazing. We got our solar eclipse glasses. 
Hope you all have been enjoying your summer!! It has been pretty awesome. 
Andrea Chay 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Hello! 
What a wonderful time we all had at the 99's booth this year! We had so much fun sharing our love for 
aviation with others. It was neat to share a booth with ALPA and Galvin Flight School as well. We were 
also set up next to the Catalina flying boat that came in from Victoria. We all took turns visiting the crew 
and the inside! Shabazz asked for a ride and the crew were very happy to take her along. If she didn't 
have the aviation bug before she sure does now! 😆😆😆😆. 
Nikki Nicholson 
 

   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



Hello, 
A giant THANK YOU from the Public Programs staff at the Museum of Flight for a very successful Seafair 
weekend event! It is because of the participation of community partners like you that we have become a 
destination for Blue Angels weekend. You endured the heat and smokey air to make this a fun event for 
all! 
Some of you have inquired as to how many attendees we had over the weekend, and while I can’t say if 
they all came to visit your booth, we had just under 10,000 folks come through our doors Saturday - 
Sunday. 
Let’s do it again next year! Mark your calendars for Aug. 4 – 5, 2018! 
Regards, 
Melanie Kwong | Public Programs Coordinator 
The Museum of Flight 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Here's the latest since I haven't submitted anything in a while. All of my airborne adventures are my 
flying with Alaska Airlines. I am happy to pass along that after my long medical leave with four shoulder 
surgeries, I am back in the air again. I stepped down from my management pilot position with Alaska at 
the end of July to return to flying the line full time here in SEA. I was recently awarded a Captain 
upgrade and will be initially based in ANC starting in December. 
 
I recently started mentoring one of our "Fly Now" scholarship applicant ladies and have thoroughly 
enjoyed being able to pass along to the next wave of aviatrixes. 
 
Happy Tailwinds, 
Kristina Huffman 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
My daughter drove us from Chicago to San Antonio to attend the 99s Conference. 
I missed seeing my Seattle Chapter 99s this year. 
I hope Andrea is feeling better. 
 
As most of you know, Danielle is the new 99 News Editor. I'm finishing digitizing the last few issues for 
the web site. 
 
I'd love to get to Seattle to catch up.  
Bobbi Roe 
 

 
Pat Prentiss, Bobbi, Donna Miller and Susan Kelsey 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 



I took a 4-day trip to northern Idaho with daughter and 15 & 10 yr-old granddaughters. We enjoyed 
looking around Coeur d'Alene and a day at Silverwood theme park. Drove up to Lake Pend Oreille and 
Bonners Ferry, then returned to Athol where we spent the night at Cedar Mtn Farm b&b. The house is a 
lovely log home the owners built themselves and their barn houses kittens and bunnies for the children 
to enjoy - and 3 baby goats outside. To make the visit complete, as we were sitting outside enjoying the 
hayfield at twilight, about 300 ft away 3 deer raced by ... pursued by cougar. The deers' endurance 
outlasted the cougar's speed, and they all went on their separate ways. 
A good time was had by all. 
Marian Hartley 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Here are pictures of McKenna Secrist and her balloon. McKenna is a new Greater Seattle 99s chapter 
member. She just turned 17 in July and got her hot air balloon pilots license a year ago on her 16th 
birthday. Mike and I went out to crew for her a couple of times recently. It was fun and great to finally 
meet McKenna. She is a very impressive young lady and an excellent balloon pilot! We look forward to 
seeing more or her. Are there any other balloon pilots in our chapter/section?? 
Theresa White 
 

  
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Pictures from the Concrete Fly-In meet-up submitted by Theresa White: 
 

 
Left to right are Debra Plymate, June Moore (June is not a 99 but she has hosted us for 3 years; the 

hangar behind us is hers and Wiley's), Bev Clark, Patty Viall, and Theresa White. 



 

  
Beverly Franklet joined us after the picnic table picture. The gentleman whose lap she is sitting on is 

Vince Nistico, an Oregon pilot who has flown into all the State run airports in Oregon. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Since Scott bought a Yak 55, which has only one seat, I have been flying to the IAC contests solo. I flew 
the RV-4 to Ephrata for the Apple Cup and the Cessna 172 to Pendleton for the Beaver State Regional 
contest. Scott and my son, Peter, flew in the contests and did very well. The flight to Pendleton was 
interesting, with very low visibility due to the smoke. The flight from Pendleton was long, as we had to 
fly the Columbia River Gorge to get back, due to low ceilings. Below is a picture of me accepting my 
son’s awards, as he had gone home early. I got several comments on how good Peter looked in a dress! 
  

 
Jerry Reidinger, Marilyn Emery, Sean VanHatten 
 



Photos from the luncheon at Elise Hoit’s: 
 

 
 


